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the feuds usually, though not always, followed the religious
and racial line of division.
Still, arms were approximately equal; and the Christians,
though outnumbered, had strong positions to defend, and
were of good fighting stock, as men of Assyrian blood should
be. So, until Abdul Hamid's day, the parties were fairly
matched on the whole ; and generations of " cross-raiding "
had evolved an understanding in the matter, capable of
summary statement as " Take all you like, but do not
damage what you leave; and do not touch the women/'
Thus, live-stock were fair loot, aijd so were carpets and other
house-furniture, and arms of course. , But the house must
not be burnt, and standing crops and irrigating channels
not touched, while a gentlemanly brigand would leave the
corn-store alone. Women were never molested when a
village of ashirets was raided, until a few years ago. And
this was so thoroughly understood that it was not necessary
even to guard them; a custom which by an interesting
parallel prevailed on our own Scotch border in the fourteenth
century.* When, however ' (as sometimes happened), a
party of Kurds at feud with other Kurds, plundered a
Christian village that was " ray at " to the chief of the other
party, girls might be carried off, with the other live stock.
Even so, however, wives were sacrosanct.
Of late years things have changed for the worse in this
respect. Women are not always respected now ; and the
free distribution of rifles among the Kurds has done away
with all the old equality. This was done, when the late -
Sultan raised the " Hamidie " battalions ; partly for the
defence of his throne, partly perhaps with the idea of keeping
the Christians in subjection. Now when to odds in numbers
you add the additional handicap implied in the difference
between Mauser and flint-lock, the position becomes im-
possible ; and the balance has since inclined steadily against
the Christian tribes.
The fights of old were not usually very deadly, for though
* See the writings of ^Eneas Sylvius Piccolornini, quoted by Milman,
" L&tin Christianity," XIII, xvi. The Italian, however, entirely misunder-
stood the chivalrous practice.